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There are many possibilities for using these cards during an individual music lesson. Recently a
student was confused about the dotted quarter note rhythm. We had studied that the dot extends the
note by half its value, but it was still tricky for her, which is not uncommon. She had learned to read
the blue jello rhythms vocabulary from the but I could tell she needed reinforcement.

I asked her to place these three cards in the same order she saw them in her music book. I
moved the eighth note to make a space after the dotted quarter to emphasize that it!s longer.

One by one, I turned over the cards to show her the words and the drawings, starting with the
quarter note card, the last note in our row. My explanation was something like
this, "The blue kid is the quarter note and he!s worth one beat. Let!s say him
four times together. Ready, go. Blue . . blue . . blue . . blue. V ery good! # I was
careful to stretch out the word "blue # each time so the word sounds almost
touched each other. It is important to give the quarter note its full value.

Next I turned over the dotted quarter and she immediately saw the difference
between the two cards. "Now he !s playing on a grand piano, # she told me. " I
get it! The dot makes the quarter note longer. Pointing to the blue kid, I said,
"blue #, then pointed to the blue kid playing the grand piano and said, "ue# in
one smooth sound. She was smiling, relaxed and totally engaged. I could tell
she understood the concept. We practiced the rhythms repeatedly.

To finish the beat, I turned over the eighth note card. She loved the drawing
of the little bee. We practiced saying, "o# in time and in a high voice so it was
more fun. She agreed that bees must have high voices.

We practiced saying the notes in rhythm, looking at each side of the cards
several more times. Then we played the passage in her music again together.
We found the same rhythm a few times, and she could do it there, too. It worked!

She asked me if she might learn more of the cards and find them in her music. She was hooked!
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Best wishes!
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o = what you say in a high voice after a bee stings you
(o = half of jel-lo)        or


